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Welcome and thank you

It’s a great pleasure to bring 
you the latest edition of 
Open Door. 

As you’ll see, there’s been 
a lot going on at The Open 
University since the last issue, 
including a radical response 
to the challenge of  the new 

HE funding environment. Now more than ever, 
disadvantaged students need our help and 
we’re excited about the innovative ways in 
which we hope to support them.

That we continue to achieve so much is in no 
small measure down to the commitment of  
our friends and supporters. I know you share 

a great sense of  pride in this remarkable 
university, and in the huge scope of  its  
life-changing work. Our commitment to 
widening access to learning has always  
gone hand in hand with excellence. 

Your generosity has enabled us to undertake 
further ground-breaking work which you can 
read about on page 8. You’ll also find news of  
major gifts to The Open University – including 
a grant from the Wolfson Foundation which will 
enable us to transform the teaching of  practical 
science.

Thank you so much for everything that you’ve 
helped to make possible and I hope you will 
continue to support the University in the future.

Matthew Gorman, Head of  Fundraising
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Votive offering

Next time you toss a coin into a 
wishing well or light a candle in 
church, you will be following in the 
footsteps of  Classical civilisations 
by making a kind of  votive offering. 
The word ‘votive’ has its roots in the 
Latin verb ‘votum’ (to vow, promise, 
dedicate), and the practice goes 
back thousands of  years.

OU lecturer Dr Jessica Hughes 
has made a special study of  
anatomical votives – in other words, 
representations of  human body parts, 
typically made from clay, marble or 
wood. 

“I became interested in these 
amazing objects when working 
on a Leverhulme Trust project, 
looking at how perceptions of the 
human body have changed over time. 
Anatomical votives haven’t been given 
much attention up until now – perhaps 
because they’re assumed to have a simple 
explanation. For example, if  you had a pain in your 
foot, you’d leave an offering of  a model foot to ask 
for divine intercession. Or if  you were cured of  an 
ailment, you’d leave a model of  the relevant body 
part to give thanks.

“I’ve no doubt that in many cases, these 
explanations are good ones – but I’m just as sure 
that it’s not the whole story. I want to broaden 
expectations and offer plausible alternatives, 
including the possibility that some objects carry 
metaphorical meaning.

“Unfortunately, ancient votives are 
largely anonymous, although there 

are a few texts that offer clues. 
One really extraordinary description 
is about a hernia, which apparently 
saved a man from drowning, acting 
as a kind of  float! So we really do 

need to be careful about jumping to 
conclusions.

“My own special favourite is a bit 
grizzly really, a woman wearing drapes 
with an almond-shaped hole in her 
abdomen through which you can see 
her innards (see left). Most people 
think it’s to do with internal illness; a 
few believe it could be an anatomical 
teaching tool. My own view is that it 

might be a kind of  visual metaphor. It 
comes from a place called Nemi, close to 

Rome, where representations of  sacrificed 
animals and their internal organs were 
particularly common. Could it be that this 
votive is a visual representation of  the idea 

of  sacrifice, the dedicant offering herself  up to 
Gods?

“We used this particular model in the course A330 
Myth in the Greek and Roman worlds. 

 
It’s fantastic that the subject of Classical 
Studies is alive and well at the OU. So much 
of our cultural and scientific heritage – such 
as art, architecture, languages, literature, 
philosophy and medicine – is rooted in the 
ancient world. So studying these subjects 
helps us to understand our own culture, as well 
as highlighting aspects of antiquity that were 
very different from the modern day.”

Bodies of evidence

Hooked on Classics – where can I go next?

A selection of  OU courses 

• A151 Making sense of  things: an introduction to material culture

• A219 Exploring the Classical world

• A330 Myth in the Greek and Roman worlds

Visit www.open.ac.uk for full details

© Nottingham 
City Museums  
& Galleries

Dr Jessica Hughes – 
OU Lecturer

the
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Funds at work

Ready for 2012–13? 
How your university 
rose to the funding 
challenge
New funding arrangements for Higher 
Education in England come into play from 
September 2012. Coverage in the press has 
focused largely on tuition fees, but less well 
publicised is the fact that the Government’s 
student loan scheme – in which students pay back 
the cost of  their tuition fees after graduation – is 
being extended to include part time students. 

“The impact of  these changes is unprecedented, 
because they affect everything the University 
does,” says Will Swann, Director of  Students. 
“We needed to ensure that new students would 
be eligible for loans, and that existing students 
would understand their options. We needed to 
differentiate across the four Nations, because 
funding regimes are now very different. And most 
importantly, we needed to ensure that we were 
still open and accessible to all.” Over the past six 
months or so, staff  from across all areas of  the 
University have been working flat out to address 
these issues – many of  which present exciting 
opportunities as well as challenges. 

OU guarantee

The new funding arrangements will affect all new 
students, whatever their financial situation – so to 
ease the transition we’ve decided to guarantee 
a place to anyone planning to study with us this 
autumn, even if  they don’t have a loan confirmed 
yet. The ‘OU guarantee’ means that our students 
can take their first steps into higher education 
without worrying whether they’ll get their funding 
in time. In addition, if  students pass our own 
eligibility check but find they are unable to obtain 
a loan from Student Finance England, we’ll cover 
the cost of  their first module.

We have also had the chance to step back 
and think about how we offer our curriculum 
to students, and how to help more students 
complete the qualification they set out to 
achieve. For example, loans are given for whole 
qualifications rather than individual modules – so 
we have developed flexible pathways towards a 

wide range of  certificates, diplomas and degrees; 
and a new online registration process to guide 
students through the pathways.

“When the Browne report on university funding 
was first published in 2010, we knew that it meant 
massive change for us” says Will Swann, Director 
of  Students “We have a long and distinguished 
track record of  rising to the challenge, and we’re 
as confident as we can be that we’re ready for the 
change”.

Funding facts
•  Part time students in England now have 

the chance to apply for a student loan 

•  They must be studying at least 30 credits 
a year, for a more advanced qualification 
than anything they already have

•  Students only begin repaying the loan 
after four years, and only if  they’re earning 
more than £21,000 a year

•  An OU degree costs £5,000 per year (full 
time equivalent) – one of  the lowest in the 
sector
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Funds at work

Chris Pontone decided 
to study with the OU 
after losing his job in 
the leisure services 
industry. 

“I’ve worked all my 
life, including owning 
my own business, but 
I’d often contemplated 
the idea of returning 
to study. So when 
the recession hit and 

I found myself  out of  work, I decided to take a 
tentative step back into education.

“Unsure about what to study, I opted for DD101, 
An Introduction to the Social Sciences. I can 
honestly say I’ve never looked back. It took some 
time to get used to academic writing, but my tutor 
was a source of  guidance and encouragement. 
My writing got better, along with my note-taking 
and reading skills, and I was delighted to pass 
with a distinction. After DD101, I took courses in 
law and psychology.

“I can categorically state that I would not have 
made this academic progress without the 
support of The Open University, especially as I 
qualified for fee assistance and a study grant. 
The last thing I wanted to do was to take on more 
debt when I was struggling to keep a roof  over 
my head. I most certainly would not have been 
able to take my first steps with the OU if  it wasn’t 
for the funding. Being helped with the cost of  my 
course fees has made such a difference to me 
and throughout my studies I have felt supported 
and encouraged. 

The money that I’ve received may not seem a 
lot to some people but to me it was invaluable.

“I am pleased to be able to report that for the 
last year I have been working for a development 
trust charity in Hull. In my interview, they were 
impressed with the work I’ve done with the OU, 
and I’m hoping to continue studying alongside full-
time employment. Studying has opened my eyes 
in so many ways and has made me employable 
once again – and I now have a vocation that gives 
me immense satisfaction. 

“Without financial and personal support from 
the OU, I would not have accomplished any of 
this. It’s something that I will always remember 
and be grateful for, and it’s still very much part 
of  me now, as I can give the vulnerable people 
I work with something to aspire to. By being so 
accessible, the OU makes it possible for people 
to achieve something that they never thought they 
would do – it has certainly worked for me.”

The Open University changes lives. With your 
help, more students like Chris can reach their 
true potential.

A donation to The Open University 
represents so much more than the value 
of a study text or course fee. Every gift, 
large or small, means a brighter future for 
students like Chris.

Access to Success Fund
You’ve contributed to giving 8,500 people the chance of better future – we can’t thank you enough.

Thanks to your great generosity and funding received from the Government’s National Scholarship Fund, 
we’ve been able to set up an innovative new scheme to support students on low incomes and those 
lacking in confidence about their ability to study at university level. The Access to Success Programme 
gives disadvantaged students a financially low risk route into education before committing themselves  
to a loan, by offering them the chance to try out OU study at highly subsidised rates. More information  
is available at www.open.ac.uk/study-access  

Students can start their studies in September, November 2012 and March and June 2013, so we’ll be 
working hard to ensure that the Fund is available all year round. We also need to plan ahead for future 
years so your regular support will be hugely appreciated. So far your gifts have enabled us to help 
many students that may not have had the opportunity to study with us. It’s a superb achievement and a 
tremendous start for the programme – thank you.
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Empire impact

Jeremy Paxman has a reputation for getting at 
the truth, and his robust investigation of our 
colonial past in Empire is no exception. The 
idea that Britain could – and should – rule the 
world provokes such a collective sense of  shame 
today, that we tend to dismiss the entire story of  
Empire in terms of  ruthless and voracious land 
grabbing. Paxman argues for a more balanced 
view: “… a lot of  it was bad, but there were good 
things too, and it’s certainly not the case that what 
happened no longer has any effect on us. It clearly 
does.”

Take missionaries. However misguided their 
motives, they were driven not so much by a 
desire to conquer than by a belief  that they could 
change the world for the better, and their work was 
transforming for millions of  people – particularly 
in the field of  health and education. Some of  that 
legacy is still evident today. Paxman visits a school 
in Malawi with 8,000 pupils which was founded 
originally by Scottish missionaries. Today it’s paid 
for by the Malawi government, but the old links 
survive in the mugs of  porridge given to every 
child when they arrive – many having walked 
miles to get there. The oats are still supplied by a 
Scottish charity today.

Dr Karl Hack, who worked as an academic 
consultant on the series says: “Empire tackles 
the really big themes of imperialism – power, 
trade, identity, settlement and culture. Yet it 
does this in a way that makes you feel you are 
there in person – talking to a settler; hearing the 
views of  an old Mau Mau anti-colonial fighter who 
is still proud of  her struggle; frequenting the clubs, 
trading floors and playing fields of  Empire.” The 
result is an enthralling exploration of  the political, 
technological and social history of  the British 
Empire and its influence on the modern world. It 
uncovers the shady diamond trade in which the 
roots of  apartheid were sewn; the obsession of  
Victorian explorers to ‘get there first’ and their 
thrilling hunt for the source of  the Nile; how the 
British love affair with tea led to the opium wars 
with China; Mahatma Ghandi’s quiet determination 
to win independence for India; the experiences of  
settlers looking for a better life; and how the British 
re-created their particular ideal of  ‘home’, no 
matter where they were in the world.

Paxman’s journey takes him to India, the Middle East, 
Canada, Africa, the Caribbean and the Far East in 
search of the extraordinary characters and stories 
behind an empire four times the size of Ancient Rome’s.

A taste for 
power?
Empire is a major five-part BBC/
Open University series, presented 
by distinguished journalist and 
broadcaster Jeremy Paxman. 
Adopting a typically questioning and 
incisive approach, Paxman sets out 
to re-evaluate the impact and legacy 
of  the British Empire – challenging 
today’s received wisdom that it was 
“an unadulteratedly bad thing that 
happened some time in our history, 
and no longer has anything to  
do with us.” 
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Empire impact

The Open University’s longstanding links with 
the BBC allow us to encourage and influence 
programmes such as Empire. Karl was involved 
in its production from early on, suggesting themes 
and locations – such as Singapore with its cricket 
club and descendants of  the first commercial 
rubber trees, and Kenya with its Mau Mau fighters 
and missionaries. “Being an academic consultant 
on a programme such as this involves a constant 
process of  osmosis,” says Karl, “discussing 
competing and complementary ideas with Jeremy, 
BBC researchers, and senior members of  the 
production team to shape and focus the content 
you see in the final programmes.” 

The OU/BBC partnership also gives us  chance 
to reach  wider public with accompanying 
material of  high academic quality. For this series, 
Karl created a poster on ‘Selling Empire’ – for 
which we received an amazing 50,000 requests 
in the first few weeks alone. The poster shows 
a classic and beautiful 1920s British Empire 
map, contrasted with a map of  the modern 
Commonwealth. It then illustrates how posters, 
exhibitions and films have been used across the 

decades to present changing ideas about empire 
to the British public. 

Empire provoked considerable press and 
blogger debate – some claiming Jeremy had 
unfairly lambasted empire and others that he’d 
whitewashed it. The truth is that his interviewing 
style was designed to tease out the depth and 
range of  each interviewee’s feelings. He pushes 
to see how far they will go – from the retired 
Egyptian officer for whom independence couldn’t 
come soon enough, to the Anglo Indians who 
were hugely proud of  their British ancestry. He 
also re-examines the much ridiculed and parodied 
figure of  the District Officer, so representative of  
British arrogance and paternalism. “Of  course 
they belong in a particular time … but they built 
roads and put in drainage systems, they made 
sure people paid taxes, they administered justice 
… these people were pre-eminently incorruptible. 
That seems to me to be a very important thing, 
to leave behind some sense of democracy, and 
that public office is not there for personal gain.” 

Study Empire with The Open University
If  you’d like to delve more deeply into this 
complex and fascinating subject, the OU 
course Empire: 1492-1975 investigates the 
extraordinary impact that empires (British, 
French, Russian, Chinese and others) have had 
on the development of  the modern world over 
the last five centuries. The course is part of  our 

BA (Honours) in History, which explores themes 
such as politics, social relations, medicine, 
warfare and religion from antiquity to the mid-
twentieth century. You can find out more at 
www.open.ac.uk/study – just follow the links to 
Arts and Humanities.

Copies of our free Empire poster are still available. To order yours, 
call 0845 366 8021 or visit the OpenLearn website at www.open.
edu/openlearn and type ‘Empire poster’ into the search window. 

a
the
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News

News from your university

We are thrilled and honoured 
to have received a grant of 
just under £1 million from 
the Kusuma Trust UK, for 
professional development of 
teachers delivering science 
and English at secondary level 
in Hardoi, India. The grant will 
support the first phase of  a project 
that builds on our award-winning 
teacher education programme in 
Sub-Saharan Africa (TESSA). Part 
of  a national strategy for improving 
the quality of  secondary education 
in this region of  Uttar Pradesh, the 
project is based around practical, 
classroom-based activities; 
bespoke learning materials 
delivered through low-cost routes 
such as mobile phones; and 
face-to-face training and support. 
Dr Balwant Singh, CEO of  the 
Kusuma Trust UK, said: “Our main 
priority is to support interventions 
that improve education 
outcomes for young people from 
economically disadvantaged 
backgrounds, enabling them to 
realise their potential and break 
the inter-generational cycle of  
poverty.” The project has the 
potential for much wider uptake 
– ultimately it will contribute to a 
national network of  freely available 
educational resources for use and 
adaptation across India.

Including older 
people in the  
technology revolution
Caroline Holland of  the 
OU Faculty of  Health and 
Social Care is determined 
to discover better ways of  
supporting older people 
(who are often excluded 
from technology) to get 
online. Millions is spent on 
initiatives across the EU and 
in the UK, and yet much of  
this investment is wasted 
because of  non-use or lack 
of  interest. Caroline’s work 
focuses on understanding 

older people’s relationships 
with technologies – looking 
critically at evidence 
about their alleged fear of  
technology and inability to 
‘get it’, and claims about 
how it can be expected 
to improve their quality of  
life. She also intends to 
establish a network bringing 
together older people, 
academics, practitioners, 
policy makers and IT 
businesses to establish a 
deeper understanding of  
what older people want and 
value, and better commercial 
applications.

Life on Mars...?
Three awards totalling 
nearly £700,000 will enable 
OU academics to develop 
their work on the Martian 
environment and its potential 
for life:

•  Dr Karen Olsson-Francis 
will investigate how our 
knowledge of  aerobic 
environments on earth can 
inform our understanding 
of  the extent to which 
anaerobic, microbial 
processes may have 
occurred on Mars

•  Dr Axel Hagermann will 
explore the importance of  
the Martian polar ice caps 

in influencing its climate 
(a phenomenon known as 
the ‘solid state greenhouse 
effect’)

•  Professor Simon Kelley and 
Dr Susanne Schwenzer, in 
collaboration with Leicester 
University’s Dr John Bridges, 
will study minerals formed 
when hot or cold water 
interacts with rocks on 
Mars, helping to estimate 
prevailing conditions 
during mineral formation 
and providing a dataset 
for assessing what kind of  
life might have survived in 
those conditions.
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News

The last few months have seen some exceptional achievements at the OU, from leading edge research 
to life changing projects overseas. That we’ve been able to undertake such transforming work is 
testament to the commitment and generosity of  our friends and supporters. Thank you so much! 
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The OpenSpace Research 
Centre has announced 
that Professor Gillian Rose 
is to receive the Royal 
Geographical Society’s 
prestigious Murchison 
Award for 2012. 

The Society 
has been 
giving awards 
and medals 
since 1832, in 
recognition of  
excellence in 
geographical 

research, fieldwork, teaching 
and public engagement. The 
Murchison Award is dedicated 
to “publications judged to 
have contributed most to 
geographical science”. 
Professor Rose’s work has 
focused on visual culture and 
geographical methodology.

A £1 million grant from the 
Wolfson Foundation is to 
help The Open University 
transform the teaching of 
practical science. The grant 
will be used to establish the 
OpenScience Laboratory, 
giving students from all over 
the world the chance to 
conduct experiments, make 
observations, access data and 
use the latest facilities – all 
entirely online. In addition to 
tools like the virtual microscope 
(used to such effect in the 
OU’s Moon Rocks iBook, 

which enabled users to 
examine pieces of  moon rock 
in minute detail on their home 
computers), the new lab will 
allow students to operate real 
physical equipment, controlled 
remotely – a technique already 
used in astronomy. Professor 
Stephen Swithenby, who is 
leading the project, said: 
“Practical science has been an 
underdeveloped area of  online 
education. This is a bold way 
to make the world of  science 
available to many more people. 
Users will be accessing real 
data and real equipment – a 
huge advance on oversimplified 
simulations.” 

The experiments will be 
integrated in OU science 
courses, and about twenty 
per cent of  the material will be 
freely available worldwide.

The much-acclaimed BBC/OU series Frozen Planet has 
scooped several awards at the Missoula Film Festival – which 
honours excellence in film and television that promotes 
awareness, knowledge and understanding of wildlife, habitat, 
people and nature. 

The opening episode To the Ends of  the Earth won the Best 
Cinematography, Best Animal Behaviour and Best of  Category 
(TV Series $500K+) awards; while the final episode On Thin Ice 
took first place for Best Narration and Hero in a Wildlife Film 
(David Attenborough), and the Sapphire Award (given for second 
place overall).
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Cover story

The ‘Hairy Bikers’ get round the 
language barrier

From pumpernickel to madeleines, Europe is a 
gastronomic playground for baking enthusiasts – of  
whom the uncrowned kings are surely the BBC’s 
Hairy Bikers. Over the last few months, Simon King 
and Dave Myers have cooked and tasted their way 
round the continent, bringing the bread, cakes 
and biscuits of  twelve nations into our living rooms 
through their popular Bakeation series, developed 
in collaboration with The Open University.

The OU/BBC partnership enabled us to highlight 
the importance of  language learning in a light-
hearted and entertaining way. This approach was 
undoubtedly a success – the series reached huge 
audiences, averaging 2.7 million viewers! 

As Si and Dave sampled delicious produce and 
shared experiences with the finest artisan bakers, 
they overcame linguistic challenges with an 
impressive range of  communication strategies. 
They demonstrated imaginative use of  gestures, 
mime, body language, other common languages 
(however rusty) and above all a confident ‘have 
a go’ attitude. Dr María Fernández-Toro, OU 
lecturer in Spanish, regards this as one of  the 
most important aspects of  successful language 

learning. “Daring to use whatever means are 
available is the key,” she says. “Besides, research 
on language learning has shown that people who 
are not afraid of  making fools of  themselves are 
the ones who learn the fastest.”

The language of sharing

Dave, whose wife is Romanian, understands from 
first-hand experience the rewards and challenges 
of  ‘intercultural communication’, a term which 
encapsulates the strategies we use to discover 
and celebrate our similarities and differences, 
with or without a shared language. “It’s amazing 
how love and communication can transcend 
language, but by crikey, a few words and a bit of  
understanding can make it a lot easier, a lot more 
satisfying too.”

Beyond 
words

You can explore the concept of  intercultural 
communication in greater depth through the 
Open Learn website at  
http://www.open.edu/openlearn/languages 
– where you’ll also find links to OU language 
courses, and a lot more information about 
European baking! 
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Lasting legacy

Paying tribute to our legacy donors
What better way to remember friends and supporters who leave a gift in their Will, 
than to dedicate a beautiful garden?
The OU has plans to dedicate the walled garden 
at the Walton Hall campus in Milton Keynes in 
memory of  all those who have left a legacy to 
the University. Vice- hancellor Martin Bean said: 
“We wanted to honour this very special group of  
supporters, and I’m delighted that the garden will 
provide such a lasting and fitting tribute to their 
generosity.”

The walled garden lends itself wonderfully to 
the task. A tranquil and timeless spot, it dates 
from the 1830s and was originally used to grow 
fruit and vegetables for the manor house kitchen. 
In the 1980s a number of  archaeological finds and 
fossils were uncovered in the garden and more 
recently it has been used as a nursery for the 
flowers, shrubs and trees planted around campus. 
Plans and planting schemes are currently in 
progress. 

The garden will be a place to remember and 
reflect on the past, but it will also look ahead to the 
future – calling to mind the words of  pioneering 
garden designer Gertrude Jekyll: “the love of  
gardening is a seed once sown that never dies.” 
She could equally have been talking about 
education. 

continued overleaf...

Walled Garden – present day

C
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Lasting legacy

The Open University is incorporated by Royal Charter (RC 000391), an exempt charity in 
England & Wales and a charity registered in Scotland (SC 038302).

If  you would like to give a gift to 
keep The Open University open to 
all, please fill in the donation form 
enclosed with your magazine,  
or give online by visiting  
www.open.ac.uk/giving

Development Office, 
The Open University, 
Walton Hall, Milton Keynes, 
United Kingdom MK7 6AA

For general queries or  
to make a donation:  
Siobhan Finegan 
01908 655044  
giving@open.ac.uk

Did you know?
Why you can be proud of your University!

•  During 2010/11, one in three part time 
students in the UK chose to study with  
the OU.

•   To date, there have been 18 million visitors 
to OpenLearn, the OU’s free learning 
website.

•   The OU teaches over one-third of  all part-
time undergraduate students at UK higher 
education institutions each year.

•   In 2008, the OU was the first UK university 
to join iTunesU. We have since become 
the first university in the world to reach 30 
million downloads of  our material.

•  8,500 people and organisations made 
donations to support the OU’s mission in 
2010/11.

Lasting legacy continued...

“People have been leaving gifts to the OU 
for some years,” says Legacy Manager 
Karen Hart. “The University wanted to 
create a permanent memorial to them, 
in gratitude for their generosity and 
determination to give future generations 
the chance of  a better life. We’re working 
closely with the University estates 
division to bring this exciting project 
to fruition, and are looking forward to 
keeping you updated on our progress.” 

If  you’d like to find out more about 
the legacy garden, or would like 
information about leaving a gift to the 
OU in your Will, please contact Karen 
or Nicola in the legacy team on 01908 
659141, or email giving@open.ac.uk.

The Open University would like to thank  
the following donors for their support in  
our April telephone campaign.

Hi-Tech Flooring Ltd  

Discount Voucher Site  

Just UK Jobs  

The Silk Road restaurant

Thank you
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